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LETTER FROM THE
DAIS

Dear delegates,

Welcome to the inaugural edition of the YOUMUN conference! Us chairs (Joana, Christian, and Joshua)

are excited to get to know you all while moderating the fruitful debate we know will ensue over the

course of this conference.

Through many hours of back-and-forth discussions, we as a team could not be more thrilled with the

topics chosen for this conference. Be it addressing the strain of space travel on climate change or

establishing the legal autonomy of extraterrestrial life/beings, the topical and pressuring nature of these

themes reiterates the core message behind the YOUMUN conference as a whole.

With the difficult situations we’re all facing in the midst of a pandemic, we as your chairs want to make

it absolutely clear that we’re here for every and any doubt, question, or general concern you may have. To

call us a “well-spread” chairing team might be an understatement! With Joana in Portugal, Christian in

Brazil, and Joshua in Malaysia, we can guarantee that at least one of us will be awake at all times.

Despite not being able to see you all in person this September, we hope that your enthusiasm combined

with our own excitement for the discussion of these topics is enough to create our own little UNCOPUOS

‘family.’

Kind regards,

Joana Gonçalves

1

, Christian Iturri

2

& Joshua George

3

3
joshuageorge212@gmail.com

2
citurri@earj.com.br

1
jo.c.goncalves5@gmail.com
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Committee
Description

“I love floors.” Elon Musk’s words resonate and echo the theme of this committee, that being ecological

preservation. Without the earth, where are floors to be found? First set up by the general assembly in

1959, the Committee on Peaceful Uses of Outer Space (UNCOPUOS) is one located within the broad UN

Office for Outer Space Affairs (UNOOSA). This special committee in particular will explore themes from

the impact of human interaction with space to the hypothetical interactions with extraterrestrials many

believe will take place in a not-so-far-away future. In this UNCOPUOS Committee, delegates will

attempt to reach proactive solutions by way of fruitful debate. Be it by communicating with alien

lifeforms, halting space exploration, or calling for Grimes to divorce her husband as soon as possible,

delegates will have to find creative and sustainable methods of inspiring change.
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Topic A: Addressing
the strain of space
travel on climate

change
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BACKGROUND
INFORMATION

CONTEXT:
Since the beginning of time, mankind has strived towards advancement of any sort. Whether said

advancements included the heat that comes from rubbing sticks and flint together or, more recently

(and quite literally), reaching far beyond the stars, moving forward has been a top priority for many

people, companies, and communities alike. But with major changes for the better, come major drawbacks

for the worst.

HISTORY:
In 1969, man reached the moon and in doing so, unlocked a seemingly infinite number of

possibilities for space research. Despite this, the USA had no claim over the land they arguably,

‘discovered.’ Why? Because of the Outer Space Treaty of 1967. Said treaty delineates and emphasizes the

idea that, “outer space is not subject to national appropriation by claim of sovereignty, by means of use

or occupation, or by any other means…” In simpler terms: Nations can’t own or claim land in the name of

their country just because they reach it first or feel like it.

But that was more than 50 years ago and since then, the way we look at space travel has changed

by tenfold. Gone are the days of a space race between two major blocs--in fact, sending astronauts to

space is no longer a priority for most every nation. Now, however, commercialization has been

introduced into the important discussion of the consequences that come with excessive research and

exploration--something evident from advocates such as Elon Musk to private space corporations like

Virgin Galactic who are pioneers in the burgeoning industry of space tourism.
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American astronaut, Neil Armstrong--the first man on the moon.

ECOLOGICAL IMPACT:
Climate change, for example, has been one of the largest concerns brought up in many talks of

space exploration. Climate change is the result of sun rays which pass through the atmosphere only to

later reflect back into the atmosphere. In this process, some rays are trapped due to carbon dioxide

emissions. This phenomenon is known as the “Greenhouse Effect.” As a result of the Greenhouse Effect,

increased carbon dioxide levels cause more heat to be retained which, over time, results in higher global

temperatures on average. Certain carbon dioxide emissions are inevitable. These are best labeled as

natural sources. Natural sources of greenhouse gases include: ocean release, the activity of respiration,

and decomposition. Of course, these sources occur conventionally and are therefore of little contribution

to the staggering numbers seen in the modern day. In contrast to natural resources, human sources tend

to contribute more to a rise in global temperatures. Unlike natural sources, human sources come from

activities like deforestation, the burning of fossil fuels, and cement production; really anything that is not

naturally occurring can be attributed as a human source. Since the turn of the Industrial Revolution,

temperature levels have reached exorbitant levels which have been recorded as practically unheard of in

the past three million years.

PRIVATE V. PUBLIC FUNDING (SPACE
EXPLORATION)

Funding for space travel is established in one of two ways, and it is imperative for any aspiring

astronaut, researcher, or delegate of the UNCOPUOS to understand the differences and similarities

between public and private modes of space travel funds. Public funding (perhaps the most global option
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when it comes to supporting the advancement of space travel) is established by way of monetary

contributions made directly from a country’s government to said nations space facility/facilities. Publicly

funded space organizations include the likes of the National Aeronautics and Space Administration

(NASA) in the US, the China National Space Administration (CNSA), the Indian Space Research

Organisation (INSRO), and the Japan

Aerospace Exploration Agency (JAXA) among others.

Private funding, on the other hand, is quite the opposite. Unlike the former, private funding

garners its name from the very fact that all contributions, donations, or grants are done in order to

support private space exploration organizations/companies. SpaceX, Boeing, and Virgin Galactic among

others are a testament to the success that can be achieved through the strength of private funding.

Ultimately, private and public funding are two alternatives which can be used to solve similar

issues or, in the case of private funding, tackle individual or specialized queries pertaining to the vast and

ever expanding realm of space exploration.

FINANCES
In terms of climate change, multilateral discussions such as the Paris Agreement as well as

climate summits (i.e G7 talks), have all been put into place so as to pave the way for a cleaner planet

Earth. With the alarming rate at which the climate has been changing, nations across the world have

taken a vow to attempt to reach carbon neutrality and climate resilience by the year 2050. These

changes, although for the ultimate best, are costly. Bloomberg Business estimates that, for the United

States--a developed nation--alone, the expense of carbon neutrality would be approximately one trillion

dollars. This begs the question: If climate neutrality is so expensive, is it feasible in the long term?

Despite the estimated hundreds of billions of dollars assumed to ensure this change, mathematicians

Kenneth Gillingham and James Stock were able to crunch various numbers into the figure below (Chart

1):
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Chart 1: Comparing Costs

In both the short and long term, Gillingham and Stock unearthed one shocking truth:

renewable-energy technologies tend to be the least costly. Coupled with added estimations of expenses

regarding policy measures and dynamic costs, both researchers stand by the idea that climate neutrality

is not a lost cause and is, instead, a feasible possibility as our evermore green society moves forward.

Similarly, space exploration has proven to be a more than hefty levy for many countries. In China,

$4.3 (roughly 0.16% of the national budget) is allotted to space exploration and research. The European

Space Agency (ESPA), funded by the collective member states of which it is made up of, uses 0.07% of the

combined national budgets. Perhaps most impressively is the United States of America which alotts over

0.5% of its national budget (around $19.3 billion) to the funding of space exploration. However, these

contributions are barely the tip of the space-exploration-iceberg.

All of the contributions listed are directed to each country’s publicly funded space exploration

program. Because countries in Europe, the United States, and elsewhere have individual or privately

owned space exploration programs/companies/organizations, the true cost of space exploration is,

although calculable, hidden from the public eye (for the most part). One exception to this rule is the

United States. Since the year 2000, it has been estimated that private space exploration corporations

have received roughly $7.2 billion dollars from the federal government. The rest of their funding,

however, is (again, for the most part) a secret.

UN COMMITTEE ON PEACEFUL USES OF OUTER SPACE | PAGE 9

https://www.aeaweb.org/articles?id=10.1257/jep.32.4.53


YOUTH ONLINE UNIVERSAL MODEL UNITED NATIONS,

SEPTEMBER 10 TH - 12 TH 2021

CURRENT SITUATION
To this day, space exploration is a continuously exploited and, more recently, a commercially

hypothetical endeavor. Various companies (among those: SpaceX, Virgin Galactic, Boeing, etc) have

begun to push for space tourism. Under the guise of sending ‘the average person to the stars’ many

climate activists have raised concerns over the lasting effects of space travel on our planet. With

temperatures increasing by the day, some have pocketed that the excessive contributions space travel

brings to our planet are simply not worth it while others find more value in exploring the unknown

than preserving what is already inhabited. This dilemma has been the focal point of many debates

and is an important conversation to have when discussing space travel.

In regards to current events, this topic is incredibly relevant now more than ever. With Jeff Bezos

being the first person to visit space commercially this summer as well as Richard Branson venture with

Virgin Galactic have launched what now many are calling the ‘Billionaire Space race’. We’re here to

make space more accessible to all,” said Branson, shortly after his flight. “Welcome to the dawn of a new

space age.”

People have been buying commercial tickets to space for years and companies like SpaceX, Virgin

Galactic, and Space Adventures making space tourism an active goal for the near future. Sending a rocket

into space requires a very large amount of propellant for it to reach past the atmosphere. These fuels can

vary, SpaceX’s Falcon 9 rocket for example uses kerosene while NASA uses liquid hydrogen; they emit

several substances into the atmosphere such as carbon dioxide, water, chlorine, and other chemicals.

However, several experts like Eloise Marais, associate professor of physical geography at University

College London who studies the impact of fuels and industries on the atmosphere, have gotten

increasingly more concerned with the impact of a private space industry on the environment. The carbon

emissions from rockets are small compared with the aircraft industry, she says. But they are increasing at

nearly 5.6% a year, and Marais has been running a simulation for a decade, to figure out at what point

will they compete with traditional sources we are familiar with. For one long-haul plane flight it’s one to

three tons of carbon dioxide [per passenger],” says Marais. For one rocket launch it’s 200-300 tonnes of

carbon dioxide carrying 4 or so passengers – close to two orders of magnitude more, according to Marais.

“So it doesn’t need to grow that much more to compete with other sources.”. (How the billionaire space

race could be one giant leap for pollution, 2021)

In addition, environmental implications begin from the moment the rocket leaves the ground. By

emitting massive amounts of heat, ozone is added to the troposphere where, like a greenhouse, retains

heat. This will have consequences on the ozone layer and global warming in general. In an analysis of

research on space launch emissions published last year, Jessica Dallas, a senior policy adviser at the New

Zealand Space Agency, writes “While there are a number of environmental impacts resulting from the

launch of space vehicles, the depletion of stratospheric ozone is the most studied and most immediately

concerning,”
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The Center for Space Policy and Strategy released a report in 2019 raising the issue of space debris

and its existential risk to the industry, they wrote “Today, launch vehicle emissions present a distinctive

echo of the space debris problem. Rocket engine exhaust emitted into the stratosphere during ascent to

orbit adversely impacts the global atmosphere,”(How the billionaire space race could be one giant leap

for pollution, 2021).
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BLOC POSITIONS
United States of America
NASA being an american owned cooperation , it has had its fair share of space travel over the course of

the last 5 decades. In the 1970s, NASA’s planetary exploration budget fell dramatically. It was then that

the agency really got into the business of studying our home planet from orbit. It was also a time when

people were beginning to realize that our climate could change relatively fast, on the scale of the human

lifespan. Today, we know that our climate is changing at an unprecedented rate and that humans are a

key part of that change. NASA continues to launch new satellite missions, and is also relying on aircraft

(manned and unmanned), as well as scientists on the ground, to take vital measurements of things like

snowpack and hurricanes, augmenting the big-picture view we get from space.

NASA’s role is to make observations of our Earth system that can be used by the public, policymakers

and to support strategic decisions. Its job is to do rigorous science. However, the agency does not

promote particular climate policies.

Japan
In casting an eye back over memorable science and environment stories from Japan in 2018, it is

impossible to ignore the extreme weather that hit the country.In late June to July, unusually heavy

rainfall caused extensive flooding in southwest parts of the country. Some 8 million people were advised

to evacuate, more than 200 people died and the floods caused more than ¥1 trillion in damages.Then,

later in July, Japan was baked in a debilitating heatwave. The town of Kumagaya, Saitama Prefecture,

racked up the highest temperature on record, reaching 41.1 degrees. Across the country, by the end of the

heatwave some 125 people had died and more than 57,000 were taken to hospital. Scientists have been

wary for years about attributing specific extreme weather events to climate change. But 2018 was the year

when the last doubt evaporated.

Ever since the space industry in Japan underwent a rapid growth in 2018 , Japan has been one of the

main contributors to global warming caused by greenhouse gasses being emitted by rockets and

spacecraft. Since then , they have been attempting to reduce carbon emissions but havent found a

feasible way yet to discover and explore outer space without harming the environment too much.
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Russia
Russia is warming 2.5 times faster than the rest of the world. In 2020, regions across Russia have

experienced the hottest temperatures on record, contributing to forest fires that burned through acreage

the size of Greece and emitted one-third more carbon dioxide into the atmosphere than in 2019 (Russian

forests account for one-fifth of the world’s total).Russia launched its space satellite Arktika-M on Sunday

on a mission to monitor the climate and environment in the Arctic amid a push by the Kremlin to

expand the country’s activities in the region.Only after the dissolution of the U.S.S.R. did Russia create a

civilian organization for space activities. Formed in February 1992, the Russian Federal Space Agency

(Roscosmos) has acted as a central focus for the country’s space policy and programs. Although it began

as a small organization that dealt with international contacts and the setting of space policies, it quickly

took on increasing responsibility for the management of nonmilitary space activitiesThe Arctic has

warmed more than twice as fast as the global average over the last three decades and Moscow is seeking

to develop the energy-rich region, investing in the Northern Sea Route for shipping across its long

northern flank as ice melts.

Space X (Elon Musk)
After launching its 100th mission in late October and completing the historic full-crew NASA flight to

the International Space Station this week, the private rocket company will launch a special satellite this

weekend that may reveal previously unknown secrets of climate change.They have recently launched a

Falcon 9 rocket, an ocean-monitoring satellite, called the Sentinel-6 Michael Freilich satellite, for NASA

and European Space Agency. Named after NASA’s former director of the Earth Science Division, Michael

Freilich, the spacecraft has been referred to as the “golden house” satellite due to its odd shape that

resembles, well, a golden house.

Elon Musk and XPRIZE recently announced a $100 million prize purse for economically scalable ideas to

capture and sequester carbon dioxide (CO2). As of Earth Day 2021, registration for XPRIZE Carbon

Removal is now open. The hope is to inspire a global industry that will “collectively achieve”

gigaton-scale removal of CO2 from Earth’s atmosphere. We urgently need these solutions, as most

Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change scenarios require CO2 removal to limit global warming to

1.5 degrees Celsius.

SpaceX alone is planning to launch 12,000 satellites in the next seven years for its Starlink internet

constellation. The company is developing the methane-powered Raptor engine, burning the greenhouse

gas with a view to refueling on Mars. Blue Origin’s strategy is potentially more environmentally friendly,

with plans for liquid hydrogen to propel its reusable rockets.
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As badly as we need this Earth-saving industry, it’s also interesting to consider its benefits for another

industry: space exploration. Specifically, for contestants seeking an edge, Musk looks for a solution that

Converts captured CO2 into useful products and is small and compact.
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TIMELINE OF EVENTS
DATE EVENT

October 3rd,
1942

A test flight of German V-2 missile reaches space (100 km above Earth’s

surface).

March 16th,
1945

The NACA commissions Bell Aircraft to design and build a supersonic test

aircraft.

May 8th,
1945

Germany surrenders to the Allies at the end of World War II. Subsequently,

many scientists who surrendered to or were captured by the Allies were

recruited by the United States in “Operation Paperclip.”

September
18th, 1947

The National Security Act of 1947 separates the United States Air Force from

the United States Army.

January 20th,
1953

Dwight D. Eisenhower assumes office as president of the United States. His

Cold War strategy hinges on technological advancement and air superiority,

and strategic uses of space.

1953 (whole) The International Council of Scientific Unions declares the period between

July 1957 and December 1958 to be the International Polar Year (later the

International Geophysical Year, or IGY) and in 1954 invites nations to

develop satellites to map the globe.

December 3rd,
1953

Test pilot Scott Crossfield passes Mach 2 (a speed of 1,291 miles per hour) in

a Douglas D-558 Skyrocket.

August of 1955
The US Navy’s Project Vanguard begins development of an artificial satellite.
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October 4th,
1957

The Soviet Union launches Sputnik 1, the first artificial satellite in space. One

month later (November 3), Sputnik 2 is launched, carrying the dog Laika, the

first animal in orbit.

January 20th,
1961

John F. Kennedy assumes office as President of the United States of America

*April 12th, 1961 Russian cosmonaut Yuri Gargarin orbits Earth aboard Vostok 1, becoming

the first human in space. The United States shortly follows, launching Alan

Shepard aboard Freedom 7 on May 5th; however, Shepard does not achieve

orbit.

May 8th, 1961 JFK awards astronaut Alan Shepard the NASA Distinguished Service Medal

May 25th, 1961 President Kennedy addresses Congress, challenging the United States to send

a mission to the moon and back by 1970.

1961-1975 Apollo Program; succeeds in landing six missions on the moon.

January 27th,
1967

Apollo 1 is lost in an explosion on the launch pad during a test with all

hands.

December
23rd-25th, 1967

Apollo 8 orbits the moon.

July 20th, 1969 Apollo 11 successfully lands on the moon.

April 19th, 1971 Salyut 1, the first manned space station, is launched by the Soviet Union. Six

more Salyut stations follow. Portions of two more planned missions evolve

into Mir and portions of the International Space Station (ISS).

1963-’74 Skylab is launched and serves as the first American space station. Its orbit

proves unstable, and it eventually falls to Earth in 1979.

July 17th, 1975 Apollo-Soyuz Test Project: An Apollo craft and a Soyuz craft dock in space.

1972-2011 The Space Shuttle Program begins in the United States.
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April 12th, 1981 Shuttle Columbia is launched by NASA.

January 28th,
1986

Shuttle Challenger is lost at takeoff with all hands.

February 19th,
1986

The Soviet Union launched the Mir station, continuously occupied from

September 1989 to August 1999. Shuttles began docking with Mir in 1995.

1991 The USSR dissolves. Most space operations are assumed by Russia.

1993-present International Space Station Project, a joint effort and combination of

previous Russian, NASA and European Space Agency projects. Assembly

began in 1998 with the launch of the first American and Russian sections,

and the station is continuously occupied from November 2, 2000

forward.The UNFCCC Treaty entered into force after receiving 50

ratifications.

March 23rd,
2001

Mir is deorbited and breaks up over the South Pacific.

December 11th,
2001

The Kyoto Protocol was adopted by consensus with more than 150

signatories. The Protocol included legally binding emissions targets for

developed country Parties for the six major GHGs. This indirectly also helped

to reduce the frequency of space travel.

February 1st,
2003

Shuttle Columbia is lost upon re entry with all hands.

June 11th, 2009 As part of the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC)

process, governments met in Bonn, Germany, to begin discussions on draft

negotiations that would form the basis of an agreement at Copenhagen.

July 21st, 2011 Space shuttle Atlantis returns to Earth, marking the end of the space shuttle

program.

August 5th,
2012

The Curiosity rover lands on Mars nine months after its launch. Its mission

is to study whether conditions on Mars have been favorable for microbial

life.
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2012 (whole) COP 18 was held in Doha, Qatar. Parties agreed to extend the expiring Kyoto

Protocol, creating a second commitment phase that would begin on January

1, 2013 and end December 31, 2020. This is considered as a bridge to the

Durban Platform for Enhanced Action, agreed upon in 2011, and set to come

into force in 2020. Parties failed to set a pathway to provide $100 billion per

year by 2020 for developing countries to finance climate change adaptation,

as agreed upon at COP 15 in Copenhagen. It was also agreed that space tax is

introduced here onwards.
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GUIDING QUESTIONS
❖ Which policies has your delegation adapted to combat climate change?

❖ Is your delegation in favor or against the privatization of space exploration?

❖ How dependent is your delegation on private sectors when it comes to the economy?

❖ Has your delegation signed the Outer Space Treaty of 1967?

❖ Does your delegation recognize climate change as an issue of concern?

❖ Which position (if any) did your delegation have during the Space Race?

❖ Does your delegation hope to expand into the realm of outer space?

❖ Where does your delegation draw the line between personal gain and what’s best for the

environment?
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➢ https://www.nature.com/articles/news.2010.558

❖ Jeff Bezos' space flight: What effect it had on climate change, focusing specifically on carbon

emissions

➢ https://www.dnaindia.com/science/report-jeff-bezos-space-flight-what-effect-it-had-on-cli

mate-change-carbon-emissions-jeff-bezos-atmosphere-damage-carbon-footprint-space-tou

rism-latest-news-updates-july-22-2901789

❖ Space tourism: rockets emit 100 times more CO₂ per passenger than flights – imagine a whole

industry

➢ https://theconversation.com/space-tourism-rockets-emit-100-times-more-co-per-passenge

r-than-flights-imagine-a-whole-industry-164601
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BACKGROUND
INFORMATION

RELIGION AND CULTURE:
The concept of animal rights has been around for thousands of years in a social, cultural, and even

religious context. The central principle of ahiṃsā, or non-violence, is often seen in Easter religions such

as Buddhism, Hinduism, and Jainism. Jainism, for example, condemns cruelty toward animals and

prohibits followers from working at a zoo, cutting trees, and using fabrics which were produced by

harming other living beings (ex. silk).

However, cultural beliefs, such as patriarchal conceptions of manhood, form an unexpected

barrier to the furthering of the animal rights movement. The notion that for a man to be strong and

virile, large quantities of meat (ex. steak) must be consumed and recreational activities with a focus on

conquest (i.e. sport hunting, fishing, etc.) are harmful stereotypes that have been strongly imbedded in

societies hegemonic identities of manhood.

HISTORY:
Historically, the first legislation passed in 1635 regarding animal cruelty prohibited the tearing

wool of living sheep. This laid the foundations for the Martin Act (1822) passed by Richard Martin

preventing cruelty towards cattle. Martin himself eventually went on to be one of the founders of the first

animal welfare charity, the Royal Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals in 1824.
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A portrait of Richard Martin

Henry Stephens Salt's book, Animals’ Rights: Considered in Relation to Social Progress advocated

against prejudices against animals and was one of the first explicit references to the concept of animal

rights. He urged for the recognition of “the common bond of humanity that unites all living beings into

one universal brotherhood” as evident often in ancient religious traditions and practices.

When looking at the history of natural sciences and animals it is impossible not to mention

Charles Darwin and the impact his publications had on the morality of society at the time. These

discoveries were strongly rooted on the interconnectedness between species and for the first time

empathy towards animals was scientifically encouraged.

THE SCIENCE & ETHICS
It is imperative to consider the role of animals in scientific research and discoveries when

discussing animal rights and autonomy. As is stated in a publication by Stanford medicine “The use of

animals in some forms of biomedical research remains essential to the discovery of the causes,

diagnoses, and treatment of disease and suffering in humans and in animals.”. This in turn raises

incredibly interesting ethical dilemmas as methods and consequences must be balanced between one

another and decisions must be made in a moral gray area as to where the benefits outweigh the

consequences.

As outlined by the same Stanford article there are several reasons why animals are essential in

scientific, especially biomedical, research. Firstly, “ animals are biologically very similar to humans. In

fact, mice share more than 98% DNA with us” as well as being “susceptible to many of the same health
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problems as humans – cancer, diabetes, heart disease, etc.“. Further, by having “a shorter life cycle than

humans, animal models can be studied throughout their whole life span and across several generations, a

critical element in understanding how a disease processes and how it interacts with a whole, living

biological system.” (Why Animal Research?, 2021). The overlaps betweens scientific reasonings and

ethical beliefs are clear, and delegates should explore such connections more critically.

FINANCES
Perhaps the greatest obstacle faced in modern animal rights activism are the financial incentives

in which large corporations benefit tremendously from the consideration of animals as property which

facilitates their exploitation. The Animal business in the U.S alone topped "$221.1 billion in 2015; the live

animal trade accounted for $3.5 billion in 2016; in 2020, animal agriculture is forecasted to bring in

$185.8 billion in cash receipts." (Orzechowski and Orzechowski, 2021). The reality is capitalism facilitates

the consideration of animals as commodities.

PUBLIC OUTCRY
Crimes against the autonomy of animals, however, have not gone unnoticed. In fact, since the

early 19th century, animal rights groups (such as the SPCA) have surged from a group of small national

activists to a global phenomenon--drawing in more and more members on a daily basis. While some

activists call for small changes and push for sustainable living, extremist groups (the likes of PETA, the

Earth Liberation Front (ELF), and the Animal Liberation Front (ALF) have taken to more extreme and

sometimes even criminal measures.

Outside of these organizations, both the film and media industries have begun to push for more

environmentally friendly (and sustainable) methods for solving modern problems. Namely, short films

such as Save Ralph (2021) as well as documentaries like Your Mommy Kills Animals (2007) have all

served to instill within a rising youth a fear of the meat and cosmetics industry. By approaching these

issues on a united front, some change has been made for the better, i.e: Avon, Faberge, and Revlon

(among others) ending their cosmetic trials on animals.
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PETA Protests

While many recognize the dangers that come with animal testing, it’s important to preface the

‘PUBLIC OUTCRY’ section of this guide with a brief exploration of the cosmetics industry. Simply put,

animals serve (in some cases, quite literally) as scapegoats for companies. When/if a patient sues a

company over complaints of poison or allergy from a specific product, companies run the major risk of

being sued. To avoid this problem altogether, animals can be used. Although a puzzling moral question,

many companies value the lives of humans over those of the animals that they test on. To quote the

PETA organization, “If cosmetics or household products blind or poison animals during tests, they are

often marketed anyway.” In simple terms, by eliminating the risk of losing money, the cosmetics industry

opts to test on animals they can easily hide away should abuse be recorded.

LEGALLY
Legally, the issue of animal cruelty is a difficult one. The recognition of the rights of animals in the

law are not often recognised. For instance, both federal and state laws in the U.S pertain to animal

welfare instead of rights, a critical distinction to make as these laws regard animals as property and

recognise the difference between necessary and "unnecessary harm to animals. Consequently, the

suffering and animal cruelty which is thereby deemed "necessary" becomes justified and protected under

the law. Actions such as The Preventing Animal Cruelty and Torture Act criminalises intentional cruelty
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and violence towards animals, yet doesn't include animals in agriculture, slaughter, fishing, trapping,

hunting, scientific research, and much more.
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CURRENT SITUATION
Still a largely unexplored area, the study of alien lifeforms has gained increased attention with the

development of studies in areas such as Astrobiology, Exo-planets, Biosignatures, and much more. Arik

Kershenbaum, a zoologist and animal communications researcher at the University of Cambridge is of

firm belief that the evolutionary factors which have shaped terrestrial life as we know it, will have similar

consequences and will lead to common features in extraterrestrial life. Kershenbaum "argues that

evolution is a universal law of nature, like gravity — and that studies of plants and animals here can

therefore tell us something useful about potential inhabitants of worlds far beyond Earth '' (Why

Extraterrestrial Life May Not Seem Entirely Alien, 2021). Although studies in extra-terrestrial life are still

to reach a practical stage, scientific and ethical questions are raised regarding the safest way to study

these organisms in a way that doesn't harm these foreign beings and environments. James H. Beall, a

senior consultant in the Space Sciences Division at the Naval Research Laboratory in Washington, D.C.,

and a member of the faculty at St. John’s College in Annapolis, Marylan stresses the importance of “The

way in which these kinds of things [extraterrestrial life] are kept by us and preserved by us — whether

they reveal the original state and original evolutionary paths — is very important...not just from a

scientific point of view, but also as far as the kind of regard we ought to have for the remarkable

complexity of the world.”.

As research on the topic continues, private corporations have already begun to pose a potential

threat in the advancement of understanding the extraterrestrial world. Despite potential good intentions,

private corporate agendas (the likes of SpaceX, Virgin Galactic, and Boeing, amongst others) may take

advantage of the possibility of alien life in the great unknown. On an international level, no sanctions,

treaties, or laws have been passed to deal with the great challenge that is establishing autonomy for alien

life, thereby leaving the door open for individuals or non-national enterprises to do as they please when

dealing with aliens in the near future.

A lack of global unity on the matter, however, does not mean that all member states involved are

against granting rights and liberties to any extraterrestrial they may encounter. In the continent of

Europe, for example, actions against animal cruelty and/or endangerment have existed for centuries, the

earliest dating back to 17th century (1635) Ireland. This act outlawed “...plowing by the tayle, and pulling

the wool off living sheep." Now, nearly 300 years later, the push for establishing autonomy on the earth’s

own non-human creatures continues.

Author Natalie Thomas argues that the 'common view' of autonomy only applied to humans as it

is dependent on the capacity for complex rational reflection on one's reasons for acting. However,

"providing an account of autonomy that is “naturalized”, it is more accurately understood as existing in

both animals and humans and at minimal and rich levels. Its value as the grounds for direct moral

obligations towards animals is provided and the chapter concludes with an explanation of the specific
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ways we can respect autonomy in its different forms and at both levels." Thomas N. (2016). Therefore,

delegates should be inclined to look into moral obligations and agencies, as well as common cognitive

capacity and the manner in which it impacts autonomy.
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BLOC POSITIONS
United States of America
Twenty-three years ago, officers of the California-based Animal Legal Defense Fund, Michigan State

University Law Professor David Favre and his team commenced work in earnest on a long-term attempt

to solve some of the most desperate problems posed by the legal thinghood of every nonhuman animal.

As legal things, nonhuman animals lack all legal rights and remain entirely the object of the rights held

by us legal persons—that is, the beings with rights. Citizens understood that, with the exception of those

few nonhuman animals protected by such statutes as the American Endangered Species Act, it is

extremely difficult to protect and advance the interests of rightless beings in the courts. All legal history

bears this out, whether those rightless things have been black slaves, women, children, the insane, or

nonhuman animals. Most legal protections for nonhuman animals remain indirect (mostly anti-cruelty

statutes), enforceable only by public prosecutors. Even the Endangered Species Act requires a human

plaintiff to have standing sufficient under Article III of the United States Constitution.

These years of practicing animal law and our knowledge of legal history convinced individuals that no

meaningful percentage of nonhuman animals will ever be treated well or fairly until they attain some

minimum degree of legal personhood—that is, until they achieve some minimum level of fundamental

legal rights. All legal history bears that out, too. Precisely because whether one is classified as a legal

thing or a legal person determines who dies and who lives, who may be enslaved and who may not, who

does not count and who does count within our legal system, legal personhood is the most important

individual issue that can come before a court. The arguments for the fundamental legal rights of any

being, human or nonhuman animal, are strongest when they are most firmly grounded on accepted legal

principles. Therefore, in arguing for the fundamental rights of a nonhuman animal, I rely upon bedrock

principles of Western law: liberty and equality. Liberty entitles one to be treated a certain way because of

characteristics one may possess. Presently for humans, some irreducible degree of bodily liberty and

bodily integrity are everywhere protected. If we trespass upon this deeply personal liberty, we commit the

terrible wrong of treating a person as a thing. The United States of America believes that equality means

that likes should be treated alike and unalike can be treated unalike.
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Japan
A clear conception of animal welfare is needed. The concept of wildlife has differed from early times to

the present day. At the early stages of interest in wildlife, the term was restricted to animals that could be

hunted for food or sport and to vertebrates or animals with a backbone, namely mammals and birds. The

term transformed over time to include vertebrate as well as invertebrate animals. The current definition

has been broadened to include plants (Yarrow, 2009) and, in the words of Daniel L. Hodges (2010),

wildlife is a collective name for all living things. This article adopts the broad meaning of the term

“wildlife” and includes all undomesticated animals and plants. The researcher opted for this definition in

line with what is prevailing at the international level as in the Convention of International Trade in

Endangered Species (CITES). The main subjects of this convention are the endangered fauna and flora

species, and at the domestic level in Japan this is reflected in the Law for the Conservation of Endangered

Species of Wild Fauna and Flora which is one of its major laws on wildlife. Accordingly, wildlife in the

context of this article refers to all animals and plants not domesticated by humans including wild

mammals, reptiles, birds, etc., and different kinds of plants. These could be found all over the earth such

as in mountains, deserts, forests, oceans, seas, rivers, valleys, and puddles as well as in coastal waters and

offshore (Hirata, 2005). This is also justified with the establishment of the marine protected areas

(MPAs) which are defined as “any area of intertidal or subtidal terrain, together with its overlying waters,

and associated flora, fauna, historical and cultural features, which have been reserved by law or other

effective means to protect part or all of the enclosed environment” (Hirata, 2005).

In the area of wildlife protection policy-making, there is a distinction among conservation, preservation,

and management. Conservation relates to the effort toward the wise maintenance and use of wildlife as

natural resources so as to make them available for future generations; in other words, leaving wildlife

alone without human disturbance or manipulation. Preservation means doing something for wildlife to

ensure it is protected, unspoiled, and untouched by humans (Yarrow, 2009). That is to say, preservation

aims at maintaining the integrity of the ecosystem as exemplified by nature preserves or wilderness

areas. On the other hand, management means controlling, directing, or manipulating wildlife to increase,

reduce, or stabilize its population (Knight, 2007). Management deals with conservation based on science

(Sano 2012). Conservation is said to be wider in scope and covers both preservation and management.

On the other hand, the protection of wildlife relates to its conservation, preservation, management as

well as its welfare, i.e., ending the suffering of wildlife. Thus the article is on the protection of wildlife in

terms of its conservation, preservation, management, and welfare.
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TIMELINE OF
EVENTS*

*Delegates should note that the timeline below details various events in regards to the animal rights

movement. The chairs have included these events because they aptly demonstrate the positions countries

have taken in returns to non-human autonomy in the past and therefore serve as an indication (of sorts)

to a countries position in relation to the largely hypothetical Topic B.

DATE EVENT

1635 First recorded legislation regarding non-human organism protection passes

in Ireland, "An Act against plowing by the tayle, and pulling the wool off

living sheep."

1687 The Tokugawa shogunate reintroduce a meat-eating ban to Japan.

1780 English philosopher and social reformer, Jeremy Bentham, argues for better

treatment for animals in his novel, An Introduction to the Principles of

Morals and Legislation. Bentham’s book holds, at its core, a fundamental

questioning of all western ideals regarding animal welfare and products.

Distinctly, the work urges its readers to treat animals on a more humane and

personal level due to their abilities to feel both pleasure and pain.

1822 British parliament passes “Martin’s Act.” The act has, as its primary

objective, the goal to improve the “cruel and improper” treatment of cattle

which was prevalent in 1800s Britain.
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1835 The first SPCA (Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals) was

established in England by Richard Martin, William Wilberforce, and Arthur

Broome.

1847 The term, ‘vegetarian’ is coined in Britain

November 24th,
1859

Charles Darwin’s piece-de-resistance, On the Origin of Species is published.

This book serves as a landmark in the animal rights movement, as it details

how humans are descended from animals.

April 10th, 1866 New Yorker, Henry Bergh, finds and establishes the ASPCA (American

Association for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals).

November 4th,
1905

Upton Sinclair publishes The Jungle. This novel goes into detail about

Chicago’s horrifying and unsanitary meat-packing industry. The novel

outrages many and inspires change throughout the United States of America.

November 24th,
1933

Nazi Germany introduces the Reichstierschutzgesetz law, also referred to as

the Reich Animal Protection act.

December 13th,
1968

The European Convention for the Protection of Animals during International

Transportation (which established minimal ethical standards for workers

when dealing with animals and transport in Europe) is adopted by the

Council of Europe.

1970 Animal rights activist, Richard Ryder, coins the term "speciesism" to describe

the devaluing of nonhuman animals on the basis of species alone

1976 Ronnie Lee establishes the Animal Liberation Front (ALF) in Britain. His

project soon spread to the United States of America.

March 9th,
1978

The Swiss Federal Act on Animal Protection is passed with 80% of the

popular vote supporting the Act.
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March 22nd,
1980

People for the Ethical Treatment of Animals (PETA) is founded in the hope

to combat the injustices committed against non-human organisms.

1987 Jennifer Graham, a highschool student in the USA, makes headlines across

the country. “TO CUT OR NOT TO CUT?” becomes the question on every

household’s mind as the teen refused to dissect a frog for her science class.

August 26th,
1992

The AEPA (or the Animal Enterprise Protection Act) is passed

1997 The European Union’s Protocol on Animal Protection is annexed to the treaty

establishing the European community. This protocol helps establish

autonomy for animals and recognizes them as “sentient beings.”

1998 The EU passes the Council Directive 98/58/EC Concerning the Protection of

Animals Kept for Farming Purposes, which was based on a revised Five

Freedoms: freedom from hunger and thirst; from discomfort; from pain,

injury, and disease; from fear and distress; and to express normal behavior

2006 The "SHAC 7" are found guilty under the Animal Enterprise Protection Act;

the Animal Enterprise Terrorism Act is passed; and a Humane Society of the

United States investigation finds that Burlington Coat Factory items

marketed as "faux" fur are actually made of genuine fur.

February 24th,
2010

A killer whale at SeaWorld kills his trainer, Dawn Brancheau. SeaWorld is

fined $75,000 by the Occupational Safety and Health Administration.

November of
2014

India becomes the first Asian country to ban cosmetics testing.

June 25th,
2020

NASA sends “alien hunting” technology out into space. These alien hunters

are designed to only report back to mission control whenever new life forms

are detected.

September
14th, 2020

Scientists discover “a mysterious molecule” on Venus, leading many to

question the possibility of alien life in the milky way.
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September
18th, 2020

Russia claims autonomy on Venus.
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GUIDING QUESTIONS
❖ Which laws has your delegation passed in regards to animal rights?

❖ How is the conservation of life and biodiversity regarded legally and culturally?

❖ How does your delegation's religion impact daily practices / their views on the sacredness of life?

❖ What makes a being alive?

❖ How can we thoroughly study organisms while maintaining ethical standards?

❖ Are extraterrestrial beings / life comparable to those on Earth?

❖ How does an organism’s cognitive ability impact its autonomy?

❖ Why are some animals seen as more valuable than others? (i.e. why are rodents the primary

animal used in medical research?)
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FURTHER RESEARCH
❖ An article from Stanford University offering insight into why certain institutions continue to test

on animals.

➢ https://med.stanford.edu/animalresearch/why-animal-research.html

❖ One philosophical essay on whether or not having human rights inherently grants autonomy

➢ corteidh.or.cr/tablas/r26750.pdf

❖ The scientific limitations of testing on animals

➢ https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC4594046/

❖ Alien Hunters Discover Mysterious Signal from Proxima Centauri

➢ https://www.scientificamerican.com/article/alien-hunters-discover-mysterious-signal-from

-proxima-centauri/

❖ A historical timeline of the animal rights movement

➢ https://www.treehugger.com/historical-timeline-of-animal-rights-movement-127594

UN COMMITTEE ON PEACEFUL USES OF OUTER SPACE | PAGE 39

https://med.stanford.edu/animalresearch/why-animal-research.html
http://corteidh.or.cr/tablas/r26750.pdf
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC4594046/
https://www.scientificamerican.com/article/alien-hunters-discover-mysterious-signal-from-proxima-centauri/
https://www.scientificamerican.com/article/alien-hunters-discover-mysterious-signal-from-proxima-centauri/
https://www.treehugger.com/historical-timeline-of-animal-rights-movement-127594

