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Dear delegates,

Welcome to the second edition of YOUMUN CONFERENCE. It is an honor for us

to be able to accompany you as your presidents in the Bilderberg Group on this occasion!

What we expect from you is a clear understanding of the subject and its character,

as well as knowledge surrounding it for possible strategies and actions, and ample

creativity in order to have a fluid and enriching debate. Additionally, we hope that you

make use of this opportunity to exploit all of the possibilities that it presents, not only

the academic moments but to take your time in building social and interpersonal

relationships, getting to know each other, and learning from those around you. In the

other hand, we recommend that you head into this challenge with an open mind

regarding the different positions of those that will partake in the debate and the paths

that may be taken in order to accomplish these; as well as the disposition to use all of the

resources and tools at hand. If any delegate has any doubts or queries regarding the

topics, the information in the study guide, the procedure of the committee, or any other

aspect, do not hesitate to contact us through our emails or telephone numbers, as we are

here to offer a helping hand throughout the model. Keep in mind that this committee is

formed by you for you, so feel free to investigate beyond what is expected and remember

that in order to have a busy debate, it is essential to get out of your comfort zone, as well

as to have a previous and rigorous preparation. In this committee we hope that you

present your ideas, are always willing to listen to others, and, above all, learn from this

experience.

Likewise, we want to remind you that we are here to help them and guide them

before and during the debate, so do not hesitate to contact us if you have any doubt.

Take advantage of this opportunity not only to grow as delegates but also as people.

Finally, make this experience your own and enjoy it to the fullest

Sincerely,

Renata Hamdar de Castillo (renata.castilho@iscbrazil.com), Catarina Nader

(cacaunader@gmail.com) and Laura Angarita (laura.andrea.angarita@gmail.com)
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Committee Description

Austrian protest against the 2021 Bilderberg meeting. Photo from Encyclopædia Britannica.

The Bilderberg group is a conference that takes place every year and brings together

influential figures from different fields such as economics, science and media issues. It is a

select group and the information from its conferences is confidential. Members of the Bilderberg

group are members of the world elite1.

1 Kissinger, H. (2014). World Order. New York, New York: Penguin Books.
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The group brings together the different perspectives of its members based on their

positions. It is a diverse committee in the sense that it can be made up of politicians,

businessmen, celebrities, among other public and powerful figures. 2

The Bilderberg group in this edition of YOUMUN will work as a crisis committee to help

all delegates reach their maximum potential in committee. The objectives of the committee are:

Establish a dialogue and develop strategies to resolve each issue proposed from the diversity of

functions and powers (Initiatives with a public and private focus should be considered, discussed

and suggested to those who can take action through official documents); Develop creativity and

innovate from the solutions and the way to cover each topic; Reach a consensus that can be

adapted to apply from the various positions of the delegates.

2BBC News. (2015). The Bilderberg meeting explained in 60 seconds.

https://www.bbc.com/news/av/business-33100267 [Accessed 5 Jun. 2022].
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Committee Guidelines

Position Papers

Position Papers follow a similar structure to those in regular MUN committees; three

paragraphs that include background information, your individual position and the solutions you

wish to implement. Since this committee tackles a broad topic rather than two specific ones, only

one position paper should be submitted. Furthermore, everyone is representing an individual, not

an institution or a government, so you should write in the first person from the perspective of

your figure.

The first paragraph serves as a “Background Information” section that will explain the

current issue from the point of view of whatever person you are representing. This should not be

a paraphrased version of the study guide; make sure to include events that are specific to your

figure’s location or field of work in order to make this section more nuanced, though this is the

least elaborate and important of them all.

The second paragraph is where you talk about your individual backstory. An entire

autobiography is not necessary, and information about your figure’s personal life is completely

irrelevant to this section. Focus on the aspect about themselves that makes them fit for this

committee. If you’re representing a businessman, perhaps talk about how they got into business,

their rise to success and how crypto/NFTs could have helped or harmed them in the process. If

you're representing a political leader, you can focus on the country’s economy and how these

advancements would hinder or improve its development. There is a lot to explore here and many

connections to be made with the topic and your figure.

The last paragraph is where you elaborate on your figure’s goals for the committee and

how they plan on reaching them. Here you should be mindful about the advantages your figure

has and the possible opposition they might face. Be sure to highlight the benefits of achieving

your goal, since the text should be from the perspective of the person you are representing.
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Portfolio Powers

This committee will follow standard MUN procedure for debate and resolutions,

however it is a crisis committee meaning there will be portfolio powers. Each delegate will

receive a document with all of the resources and advantages available to them as an individual.

This document is called the “Portfolio Powers'' (PP for short). Everyone has an arsenal of tools

that come along with representing your figure.

In order to use this arsenal outside of resolutions, you can send an email to one of the

non-moderating chairs specifying how you would like to use them. Example: you are the head of

a large newspaper/media conglomerate, and in your Portfolios Powers it states that you can

“Order a world-famous journalist to write an article of your choice and it will be divulged to the

committee”. If you feel as though your opponent is gaining power or influence in the committee,

you could email one of your chairs a defamatory article you wrote about your enemy, and ask the

chairs to share it as it is stated in your powers. Then, they will take time at some point in the

committee to share it with everyone, lessening the credibility of your opposition and helping you

work towards your goal outside of resolutions.

However, just as governmental figures and bodies have limits in what they can reinforce

in a resolution, your powers do not exceed what is written in your portfolio. If you want to

request something from your chairs that is not written in your PP, it will not happen.

Regardless of what occurs through email, delegates are still expected to propose and

debate resolutions, which is where this committee becomes difficult. A truly skillful delegate will

be able to achieve their goals in Committee using both tools simultaneously.
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Rules of Debate

Once again, procedure wise it will operate like a typical MUN committee though there

are some differences to keep in mind.Personal pronouns are 100% permitted. Being a special

committee where rather than being delegates we have individuals, you can and should be using

personal pronouns to refer to yourself and others. This includes speeches, your position papers

and even your resolutions if you cite someone in particular.

This also means that you are permitted to ask for a Right of Reply. If someone makes a

statement your figure may find offensive, then you can issue a Right of Reply (as you would any

other point) and demand an apology from the person for their statement. Nonetheless, this exists

solely as a unique way to engage the people committee and actual personal offenses are by no

means encouraged by the Chairs. If a statement made crosses the line of simply being a harsh

critique towards a figure, which would constitute a Right of Reply, into being an attack towards

the person for their gender, ethnicity, race, religion or any other factors that constitutes prejudice,

then such behavior will be reported to the Secretariat. This response from the Chairs is also

applicable if the statement hurts the individual representing someone else in the Committee.

Intolerance is by no means tolerated by the Chairs and will be punished accordingly.

Resolutions

As stated previously, the Committee will be drafting, debating, amending and voting for

resolutions. Considering the unusual circumstances of the Committee, the action taken in

resolutions can be financial, social, political, scientific, legal or military. There are no limits to

what you can or can’t write about happening under the sole guise that it is written well. This

means that when writing an operative clause, you should consider why you're writing it, what is

the objective of writing it, how long it will take, how its progress or success can be measured,

and what monetary assets are needed to achieve it. Be specific and cohesive in your drafting so

that these clauses can be thoroughly amended and debated. Lastly, keep in mind that unlike a

typical UN committee, the resolutions passed are binding, meaning all are obliged to abide by it.
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The Digitization of the
World Economy
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Image of a bitcoin (as imagined physically) on top of a pile of one-hundred dollar bills.

Background Information
Overview
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We live in an era of digital transformation. Technology has become not a tool, but a

necessity that over time has been incorporated into all different fields of both work and life. The

growing digitalization trend began as a social and communication issue, but today, it transcends

barriers to impact the economy. Under the idea of   the digital economy, financial dynamics and

interactions are constantly changing, allowing for flexibility in how one interacts in a market.

Furthermore, this evolution allows for more independent and decentralized forms of engaging in

transactions making the participation of financial institutions an option rather than an obligation.

To fully understand the subject, we’ll divide it into three subtopics: the past, the present and the

future.

The Past

Image of the Babbage Difference Engine, the first computer as designed by Charles

Babbage, 1882

In 1898, Mark Twain wrote and published "From the London Times, 1904". This was a sci-fi

short story about the most incredible and distant reality of speaking to others worldwide and doing

your daily tasks using the telephone. Nowadays, the story's events go beyond being a part of our

routine; using technology to communicate is a necessity3.

3 News, N. (2017).

BILDERBERG: THE ELITE'S CONFIDENTIAL MATTERS | PAGE 10

https://www.simslifecycle.com/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/2022/01/Electronic-Numerical-Integrator-And-Computer.png
https://www.simslifecycle.com/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/2022/01/Electronic-Numerical-Integrator-And-Computer.png


YOUTH ONLINE UNIVERSAL MODEL UNITED NATIONS,

JUNE 24 TH - 26 TH 2022

Long-distance messaging is not something entirely new. It can be traced back to 400 BC in

ancient China, where signaling towers were used to send codes using drum beats on the Great Wall of

China, serving to warn of attack or help protect trade routes. European civilizations like the Romans

used similar methods4. The use of signaling towers for long distance communication evolved beyond

auditory means, as in 1694 Robert Hooke and the Royal Society created the first Optical telegraph,

which functioned by pulling strings to move indicators interpreted by other towers5. This worked for

governmental or institutional bodies, but not widespread communication. Only in the 19th century

would Sir Francis Ronalds invent the first experimental telegraph, which could send messages

through code at eight miles6. As Twain sees, the invention would evolve into the telephone whose

fantasized potential has become a reality.

Another piece of technology we rely on is the computer, which was invented as a tool

necessary for processing the growing complexities of scientific information and code. Charles

Babbage, an English mathematician, created a machine capable of computing tables and numbers

while being driven by steam. This possibility would lead to writing the first-ever written code in

1841, as done by Ada Lovelace7. Eventually, the options of the machine grew beyond being a

scientific tool, when J.C.R. Lichlighter, a computer scientist, proposed the idea of the computer

serving as a network for communication in 1961. In 1969, part of that dream would become a

reality as the first-ever computer message was sent from UCLA to Stanford8. Two decades later,

the World Wide Web was invented by Tim Burners-lee. This allows anyone with a connection to

access a free database9, and since then, the internet has spiraled into both a tool for the evolution

and detriment of society.

The Present

Today, most companies are transforming their operations to adapt to the digital economy.

9 World Wide Web Foundation (2018)
8 News, N. (2017)
7 Williamson, T. (2021)
6 Ronalds, B.F. (2016)
5 Encyclopædia Britannica (2022)
4 Rossabi, M. (2014).
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Organizations structured their systems to be able to follow market trends. Companies are selling

from digital media and e-commerce is growing.

I. Electronic Commerce and the Pandemic

In response to COVID-19, several countries have implemented quarantines and other

confinement measures to curb the rapid spread of the disease. These measures helped

e-commerce continue to grow, mixing it with apps such as Binance which impulse

cryptocurrencies. Since people could no longer go out as often as before the pandemic, they

started shopping online. This has made e-commerce more common in our everyday lives,

benefitting the development of the digital economy to levels never seen before.

Furthermore, the typical 9-5 job invented by Henry Ford in 1926 has become “an antiquated

relic from the past'', as Forbes described it10. The world has gone through what is known as the “Great

Resignation”, where in January 2022, 4.3 million workers put in their two-weeks notice in the U.S.

alone. Getting a stable and typical source of income is no longer appealing to most workers in the

21st century due to it entailing long hours while receiving insufficient pay and having to conform and

keep up with the rules and deadlines of corporations.

II. Crypto-currency and NFTs

Image of the “Bored Ape” NFT illustration as the cover of Rolling Stone Magazine,

“https://brasilnft.art.br/pytsycky/2021/11/capa-rs.png”, Rolling Stones

In a 2021 Harvard Business Review survey of 6,240 U.S. workers, 68% of independent

10 Kelly, J. (2022).
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workers affirmed that they feel more secure working independently, which used to be 32% in 201111

illustrating the exponential rise of alternative sources of income. One of the most notable of these

alternate sources is the newfound popularity of crypto-currency and NFTs. Though both are digital

forms of visualizing and measuring value, they are very different in the sense that one is fungible and

the other isn’t.

Bitcoin was the first crypto, or digitally decentralized, currency to exist. Created in 2008, it

was the only form of payment that did not rely on a third-party institution like a bank to exchange

money. Instead, all transfers of currency are done on the Bitcoin blockchain, where proof of

transaction is all needed to track the flow of money. Being the result of the 2008 Great Recession,

crypto currency was born from the newfound distrust in banking and governmental institutions as

reliable porters and managers of money, a similar phenomenon to the one that has birthed the NFTs.

Though both are digital objects that hold monetary value, NFT, meaning non-fungible token,

can be differentiated from Bitcoin using its own name. One bitcoin is always equivalent to another

one bitcoin, meaning if you exchange a single unit for another singular unit they have the same value,

because they are both equal to 1 bitcoin. This makes them fungible. On the other hand, NFTs are

non-fungible, meaning that they are not all made equal. The one NFT can be worth a lot more or less

than another; their values are not interchangeable12.

NFTs will provide different kinds of people with different advantages or disadvantages. For

artists who do not wish to go through the frustrating and time consuming process of having their work

selected to go in a gallery or work with unconventional mediums that cannot be physically exhibited

or auctioned off, their work on the blockchain to be sold, gaining an additional percentage of its

revenue whenever someone else buys it. Furthermore, buyers, collectors, and art enthusiasts alike can

also make purchases strategically and then resell them for a higher price without the burden of

physical storage and maintenance13. All of this makes selling, collecting and appreciating art (or any

other medium) much more accessible and profitable, which is most likely what has led to their recent

rise in popularity, having only received significant media attention in 2020, six years after they were

invented14. The pandemic and near international lockdown made physical financial endeavors both

14 The Economist (2022).
13 Clark, M. (2021)
12 The Economist (2022)
11 Ockels, C., King, S. and Ziao, G. (2022).
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inaccessible and impractical in a day and age where everything can be done through a computer

screen. Communication, politics, math, science and education being the first fields to be integrated

digitally, all areas of life can now be dealt with on a virtual basis, art and the economy included.

The Future
This new horizon of finances, economics, art and investments being made accessible to all,

regardless of experience, presents us with the chance to dream of a utopian world where all can

become rich. Nonetheless, history points in the opposite direction for our future. Just as seen with the

Great Depression, resulting from the Roaring 20’s, or the centuries of debt left from the South Sea

Bubble, the more new investors in the market, the larger the damage. This newfound enthusiasm in

crypto and NFTs has led to the development of a demographic in the market that can be described as

“segments of the population that are normally aloof from such ventures”15. The consequences of this

inexperience can cause major damage to all, including the mega-rich, as “the common theme in these

historical accounts is that inexperienced investors, who have not yet directly experienced the

consequences of a stock market downturn, are more prone to the optimism that fuels the bubble”16.

This goes to show how the brilliant inventions in the hand of the few can worsen it all for everyone if

distributed freely.

16 Greenwood, R. and Nagel, S. (2009).
15 Greenwood, R. and Nagel, S. (2009)
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Current Situation

Illustrated image of some of the most famous and powerful cryptocurrencies.

Although Bitcoin has seen a crash in the last few weeks, the crypto market has been in its all

time high regardless of its pioneers' constantly decreasing value. Since it is founded on the principles

of interest value, there is no correct base for how much a currency or token may cost; it all depends

on its demand. Essentially, Bitcoin and other crypto currencies are not money, unlike national coins it

does not have a medium of exchange, a unit of account nor a store value, thus, it is not universally

accepted as a true currency (Chi Lo, 2021). However, it has fulfilled this role in a short period of

time, exponentially increasing daily.

Due to the variety of issues in the unsupervised trading of Cryptocurrencies and NFTs, like

the inconvenient process of obtaining “proof of work”, or the environmental damage caused by its

processing, it is necessary to find a way to regulate exchange, as the limited market might

oversaturate and eventually crash. In addition, while regulating the trade, finding a solution to

decrease carbon emissions is also a must. As a result of the increasing market of NFTs and

cryptocurrencies, millions of people are investing on these decentralized assets, though many who do

BILDERBERG: THE ELITE'S CONFIDENTIAL MATTERS | PAGE 15

https://seucreditodigital.com.br/crypto-com-dara-us-20-em-ativos-digitais-aos-novos-clientes-do-brasil/


YOUTH ONLINE UNIVERSAL MODEL UNITED NATIONS,

JUNE 24 TH - 26 TH 2022

not have the means to buy such expensive stocks have been acquiring loans which they do not pay

interest on.

Similarly to the Great Depression, this has caused a Bull Market, or a steady rise in stock

prices over a long period of time. These maximilized stock exchanges created a Bull Market without

any strong foundation, which led to its crash. Now, world leaders will gather in the Bilderberg

Meeting to discuss how to solve the increasing debt, lack of supplies and overall fall of their

respective economies. There is no way to know for certain what will happen in the future, however

without an agreement, an unregulated market can cause another recession.

As leaders, the Committee needs to reach an agreement on how to organize and monitor these

exchanges besides the increasing debt thousands of civilians are putting themselves through for the

promise of rising prices. As the non-fungible market increases, things such as the metaverse will

increasingly be part of our lives. Thousands have already started buying things in this universe, so

involved they forget about their real lives. What will world leaders do? Will they try to stop the world

from another recession? Are they able to stop the eventual virtual revolution? In Bilderberg we might

end or continue these exchanges, how that will go is up to the participants.
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Bloc Positions
Elon Musk

Though having massively popularized cryptocurrency since 2014 through Twitter, Elon Musk

does not see NFTs as a serious or viable investment, mocking them on multiple occasions. He deems

the newfound attention and investment into NFTs as a 'waste of engineering resources’ that could be

put into making the crypto market safer and more effective.

Vladimir Putin
Ever since the Russo-Ukrainian conflict ruptured into warfare, NFTs have been used as a way

for artists and investors to declare their support for Ukraine, creating, selling, and buying 'Bad Putin'

NFTs. Nonetheless, amid the sanctions imposed from other countries, Putin has been looking to

accept Bitcoin as payment for oil and gas from Russians and 'friendly countries', forcing the

opposition to purchasing rubles17.

Jeff Bezos
Although he has stepped down from the CEO position in his Billion-dollar online-sales

company Amazon, similar to his successor, he does have a favorable view of cryptocurrencies. With

his over 200 billion dollar net worth, there have been various rumors of Bezos owning crypto such as

Ethereum and possibly some anonymous buying of the meme crypto Dogecoin18. Keeping his

company in mind, he and his successor have shown interest in investing in crypto, Andy Jassy even

mentioning a possible platform to exchange digital assets.

18 Callier, N. (2021). Jeff Bezos reveals his Billion Dollar Cryptocurrency Portfolio. [online] Watcher
Guru. Available at:
https://watcher.guru/news/jeff-bezos-reveals-his-billion-dollar-cryptocurrency-portfolio [Accessed 21
May 2022].

17 Liang, A. (2022). Russia considers accepting Bitcoin for oil and gas. [online] BBC News. Available
at: https://www.bbc.com/news/business-60870100 [Accessed 20 May 2022].
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Xi Jinping
Having prohibited the purchase or sale of bitcoin in the country, China has explicitly

positioned itself against the crypto market due to its anti-establishment implications. Regardless of

policies, 65%-75% of the world's total bitcoin processing power can be traced back to the PRC,

executing the most bitcoin mining globally19. On the other hand, NFTs have been embraced by the

Chinese people, adapting to permission-based blockchains instead of decentralized ones to use the

Yuan as payment for the tokens20.

Mark Zuckerberg
Having always been involved with new technological innovations, crypto and NFTs are no

different. Mark Zuckerberg has enthusiastically invested in the market, creating a digital universe

called the Metaverse. Serving as a sort of augmented reality, the Metaverse is an entirely virtual

world where you can purchase a house and clothing or hang out with your friends as you would do in

real life, but without any tangible objects or space. Zuckerberg is leading what is arguably the most

significant push for a primarily digital world.

Angela Merkel
Angela Merkel has shown an interest in crypto since its initial boom. In December 2020, her

cabinet passed legislation allowing all-electronic securities to be recorded in blockchain technology21.

Although she has since left her job as the Chancellor of Germany, she brought Germany to first place

as the most crypto-friendly country in her years in office. A Coinclub report showed that 16% of

Germans own crypto or have traded in the past eight months22.

22 Strack, B. (2022).
21 Akhtar, T. (2020).
20 Bloomberg (2022).
19 Browne, R. (2022).
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Boris Johnson
Although the Prime Minister had previously criticized cryptocurrencies. The British

Government itself has shown extreme interest in digital assets. The Chancellor himself has issued the

Royal Mint to create an NFT to be published by this summer. The Law Commission is also reviewing

the legal stature of decentralized autonomous organizations. In addition, all crypto companies in the

country have been ordered to register23.

Mohammed Bin Salman
Although there have been attempts to coerce the Crown Prince to invest in crypto by

Ethereum, the Public Investment Fund (PIF) of Saudi Arabia has yet to state its plans for

cryptocurrencies. Still, Saudi Arabia's current trader has testified that Saudi LEaders such as the

prince are interested in investing in digital assets. However, it is illegal to trade in the country

currently.

Warren Buffet
Buffet has shown strong disapproval of cryptocurrencies. He believes there is no utility to

cryptocurrencies and NFTs, as you depend on the subsequent buyer's price to make any profit. The

objection of the 91-year-old stock market pro goes as far as to him strictly denying buying any

crypto, even if he could gain billions.

23 Quiroz-Gutierrez, M. (2022)
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Jair Bolsonaro
Despite having signed a document amplifying the use of cryptocurrency and the blockchain

by countries in the MERCOSUL bloc24, Bolsonaro went against creating a Brazilian indigenous form

of cryptocurrency. He stated that "99% of the population doesn't even know what Bitcoin is, and

neither do I"25, implying that it would make economic investment unnecessarily complex and

inaccessible to the Brazilian people. However, his fans have used crypto to demonstrate their support

for the candidate, creating currencies like "MITO22" to garner votes in the upcoming election26.

Kanye West
Unlike most talked about celebrities at the moment, Kanye has refused to partake in the hype

surrounding NFTs, saying he instead favors "building real products in the real world," like "real food,

real clothes, real shelter"27. Nonetheless, he has previously declared support for the expansion of

cryptocurrencies, saying that they will lead to the "true liberation of America and humanity"28.

Hangpeng Zhao
Hangpeng Zhao, the founder and CEO of Binance, is the wealthiest person in crypto, worth an

estimated $65 billion, according to Forbes' 2022 Billionaires rankings. He has declared support for

expanding cryptocurrencies since Binance's market valuation is under $92.5 billion29.

29 Hyatt, J. (2022). 

28 Bambrough, B. (2020).
27 Locke, T. (2022).

26Cruz, H. (2022)
25 Bertolucci, G. (2021)
24 Cassio Gusson (2021)
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Timeline of Pertinent Events

Date Event

March 20, 1602 Start of the Stock Market

Modern stock trading began in Amsterdam when the Dutch East

India Company opened as the first traded company, selling stock

and paying dividends to its investors. Not long after, in 1611, the

Amsterdam Stock Exchange was founded.

May 19, 1954 Bilderberg

Created in 1954, the Bilderberg Meeting is a conference where 120-150

world leaders gather to discuss world problems. The meetings are held

in different European and North American countries every year.

January 1, 1983 Start of the Internet

There were previous computer networks beforehand. However, none of

these clouds communicate with each other. The Transfer Control

Protocol/Internetwork Protocol (TCP/IP) allowed the networks to

connect to one universal language.

From 1990-1998 eCash

Created by Dr. David Chaum in 1990, eCash was a project by the

DigiCash company. Its purpose was to develop an electronic platform.

To transfer funds anonymously. Although it never took off, eCash

remains the first type of digital currency.

From December

2007 to June

2009

2008 Recession

The Great Recession occurred as a sharp decline in economic activity

after the burst in U.S.A housing, lasting from 2007 to 2009. A global

financial crisis followed it.
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January 3, 2009 -

onward

Beginning of Crypto

Satoshi Nakamoto allegedly created the first decentralized

cryptocurrency in 2009. Named Bitcoin, the currency did not initially

take off, only booming in 2017 to quickly decrease in value a year later.

May 2012 -

onward

Creation of NFTs

Non Fungible Tokens (NFT) were created in 2012 under the Bitcoin

Network. Its first assets represented a tradable blockchain in 2014,

basically consisting of creating a crypto wallet where they can pick

their content and sell it to collectors and investors.
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Definition of Key Terms
❖ Crypto-currency: Any form of currency that exists digitally and uses cryptography to

secure transactions.

❖ Globalization: Worldwide interconnection of means of production, technologies, and

communications.

❖ Digital economy: The implementation of technological resources for economic

purposes. It also refers to the economic activity that is carried out through the Internet

(purchases, transfers, etc.).

❖ Electronic commerce: Sale of goods and services by digital means or by Internet.

❖ Market: Place (physical or virtual) where transactions are made; anywhere where goods

and services are bought and sold.

❖ Bitcoin: A decentralized digital currency.

❖ NFT: Non-fungible token, an online-only asset.

❖ Stock market: A system which lets buyers and sellers negotiate prices and make

trades, working through a network where companies list shares of their stock for an

exchange through the process of initial public offering (IPO).

❖ Blockchain: A system of recording information which makes it difficult or impossible

to change, hack, or cheat.

❖ Chatham House Rule: A rule in the Bilderberg meeting which allows the

participants to freely use the information received, but not revealing the identity or

affiliation of the speaker who gave the information.

❖ Metaverse: A virtual reality space in which users can interact with a computer

generated environment.
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Resources for Further Research

❖ Sharma, Rakesh. “Non-Fungible Token (NFT).” Investopedia, Investopedia, 24 Apr. 2022,

https://www.investopedia.com/non-fungible-tokens-nft-5115211 This article is a good

resource for simple definitions and gaining a basic notion of what NFTs are and how they

work.

❖ About Bilderberg meetings. Homepage. (n.d.). Retrieved May 22, 2022, from

https://bilderbergmeetings.org/index.html Overall review of what Bilderberg is and its

characteristics. There is very little information about the topic due to the meeting's secrecy. 

❖ Crypto basics | Coinbase. (n.d.). Www.coinbase.com.

https://www.coinbase.com/learn/crypto-basics This resource serves as a portal with various

articles about different cryptocurrencies. It is a great source to use as it provides a beginners

guide to specific aspects of the market.

❖  Davis, K. (2021, November 3). The Economic Impact of Cryptocurrency.

Globaledge.msu.edu. Clark, P. (2021, November 15). What Is the Metaverse and Why Should

I Care? Time. https://time.com/6116826/what-is-the-metaverse/ Source explaining the

Metaverse, great for learning more about how it affects our lives. Especially if your figure is

in favor of it.
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Guiding Questions

❖ Does your figure work in an industry that creates or can create revenue digitally?

❖ Would a public initiative to promote e-commerce benefit your figure in any way?

❖ Is it feasible for the entire economy to function digitally in the near future (as your figure

sees it)?

❖ Would your figure be for or against more accessible methods of investment outside of

establishments?

❖ What would be the strategies used to either limit or expand the market (as your figure

would see best)?

❖ How would having more people in non-traditional areas of employment/investment

benefit or harm your figure’s power?
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